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You are welcome here.  

 

The congregation is invited to sit in personal meditation in order to prepare for worship.  This worship service is 

the most solemn worship of the Christian tradition.  During Good Friday (called Good because of the eventual 

outcome, not because of the night’s happenings) we will hear portions of the last hours of Jesus’ life interspersed 

with the choral piece “Return to Me” by Taylor Scott Davis, words by Terry W. York. The music is set in a simple 

style with solo cello, choir, and piano. The starkness of the settings helps depict the gravity of the events taking 

place. Silence is also an important element in this service, allowing for personal reflection.   

 

As you listen, you are invited to ponder what Jesus’ last night says about how we are called to live, especially in 

the face of violence, lust for power, and fear of change.  This evening also invites us to a trust and a deeper faith in 

the cross as a symbol and teaching tool on how we are called to live as his disciples.  

 

Prelude “Le banquet céleste” (The Heavenly Feast)    Olivier Messiaen (1928) 

 

Welcome & Explanation                                                Pastor Sara Pearson             

 

Prayer Of The Day 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, look with loving mercy on all people, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer 
death on the cross. May we at all times find mercy in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.   

 

The Passion Story Of Jesus Christ      

The passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to the Gospels.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Reading 1  Luke 22:39-71  

[After sharing the Last Supper with his disciples], Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, 
to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to 
them, “Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a 



 
 

stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me, yet 
not my will but yours be done.” [[Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him 
strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down on the ground.]] When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and 
pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the 
twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it 
with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” When those who were around him saw 
what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” Then one of them 
struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” 
And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the 
temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs as though I were a rebel? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not 
lay hands on me. But this is your hour and the power of darkness!” 

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter 
was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and 
sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a female servant, seeing him in the firelight, 
stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do 
not know him.” A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” But 
Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this 
man also was with him, for he is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are 
talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, 
“Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 

Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also blindfolded 
him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it who struck you?” They kept heaping many 
other insults on him. 

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, 
gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell 
us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I question you, you will not answer. But 
from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” All of them 
asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to them, “You say that I am.” Then they said, 
“What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!” 

 

Music:  Salvation Stands with Open Arms 



 
 

Reading 2  John 19:1-3:   1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers 

wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They 
kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. 

 

Music:  Hail, King of the Jews 

 

Reading 3 John 19:15-17 15 They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” 

Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king 

but Caesar.” 16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

  So they took Jesus, 17 and carrying the cross by himself he went out to what is called the 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 

 

Music:  Caesar Is Our King 

 

Reading 4 Luke 23:27-28  27 A great number of the people followed him, and among them 

were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them 
and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. 

 

Music:  Daughters of Jerusalem, Weep 

 

Reading 5  Luke 23:32-38  32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be 

put to death with him. 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 

others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the 

Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 

Music:  What Was That He Said 



 
 

Reading 6  Isaiah 53:10-12  

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with affliction. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 

  11 Out of his anguish he shall see; 
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. 

 12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
 because he poured out himself to death 
  and was numbered with the transgressors, 
 yet he bore the sin of many 
  and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Music:  Only God Knows 

 

Reading 7   Luke 23: 44-46    44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed, and the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your 
hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 

 

Music:  This Mid-Day Night    

 

Reading 8   Luke 23: 50-56     50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph 

who, though a member of the council, 51 had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from 
the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52 This 
man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a 
linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54 It was the day 
of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had come with him from 
Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned and 
prepared spices and ointments. 
  On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 



 
 

Music:  No Crying He Makes 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
P:  Lord remember us in your kingdom, as we pray as you have  
taught us in the language closest to each of our hearts.  
C:  Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever.   
Amen.  

 

Hymn O Sacred Head, Now Wounded             Hymnal #351 

  

We depart in silence and await the Resurrection 

Tonight we end in silence for prayer and reflection. There is no benediction, because the service is not yet over.   

You may sit in silence at the door of the tomb for as long as you need. This is a time of prayer and reflection as we 

recall the death and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

With Thanks to our Musicians  

Graham Nelson – Cello 

Michael Touchi – Piano 

Alison Collins- soloist 

Alfie Halpern – soloist 

Brian Strom - soloist 

Marc Farley- soloist 

Prince of Peace Choir 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


