
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA 
propeace.org  

on-line worship: YouTube.com@princeofpeacesaratoga 
 

 
 

August 17, 2025 
Holy Disruptors – Óscar Romero 

 

https://www.propeace.org/
mailto:on-line
mailto:on-line


 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Welcome to Prince of Peace! As we begin worship, we hope and pray that it 
will be a time of connection with God and with others, so that we can leave 

this service ready to love and serve our neighbors. 

Bold type indicates everyone's response. 

Gathering 

Prelude Praeludium           Oscar Roels  (1864 - 1938, Belgium) 

Welcome 

*Opening Litany 

P:  It helps now and then to step back and take the long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 
C:  it is even beyond our vision. 
P:  We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying 
that the kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 
No confession brings perfection, 
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission. 
That is what we are about. 
We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold 
future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our 
capabilities. 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation 
in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, 
and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the 
way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter 

 
Today we focus on 
Óscar Romero. 
Romero was a 
Salvadoran 
Bishop who was an 
advocate for the 
poor and for peace 
during violent civil 
unrest in El 
Salvador. He was 
killed while giving 
a sermon in 1980, 
and canonized in 
the Catholic 
Church in 2018. 
 
“Peace is not the 
product of terror 
or fear. 
Peace is not the 
silence of 
cemeteries. 
Peace is not the 
silent result of 
violent repression. 
Peace is the 
generous, 
tranquil 
contribution of all 
to the good of all. 
Peace is 
dynamism. 
Peace is 
generosity. 
It is right and it is 
duty.” 
― Archbishop 
Oscar Romero 



 

and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, 
but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker. 
We are the workers, not the master builders, ministers, not messiahs. 
We are the prophets of a future not of our own. Amen. 

* Gathering Hymn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
O God of life, you love justice and despise oppression, and you call us 
to share your zeal for this. Give us courage to take our stand with all 
victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and 
prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

The Word 

 First Reading                   1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have died. 21 For since death came through a human, the resurrection of 

the dead has also come through a human, 22 for as all die in Adam, so all will 

be made alive in Christ. 23 But each in its own order: Christ the first fruits, then 

at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every 

ruler and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all 

his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For 
“God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “All 
things are put in subjection,” it is plain that this does not include the one who 

put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, 
then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who put all things in 
subjection under him, so that God may be all in all. 

Gospel Reading      John 12:23-26 
23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. 
25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where 
I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.   
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message      Drew Ajer 

Sermon           Pastor Sara     

*Song of the Day I Am the Bread of Life  

      (Printed on the next page) 

Milestones! 
You are invited to share a milestone with the congregation—nothing is too big or small—about a 
significant event in your life.  We do this as a way to offer our hopes and vulnerabilities to one another, 
and remind us of the interconnectivity we have with one another. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Prayers of the People 
We join together in praying as a church body.  Our prayers are lengthy today, so feel free to stand or sit 
depending on your comfort. 

          L:  Hear us, O God,     C:  Your mercy is great. 

Passing of the Peace 
We give one another a word of peace, as a prayer and a blessing. Take your time, cherishing the people 
here in our midst.  All physical interactions are by mutual invitation! 

Offering  
Your offering makes possible and powerful the ministries of this congregation. You may place 
your offering in one of the plates in the back of the church.  If you wish to give your offering 
electronically today, please scan this QR code… 

The Meal 

*Please stand as you are able* 

*Words of the Institution 

*Invitation to Receive Communion 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, welcomes everyone (and we mean everyone!) 
to this table, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, citizenship, ability, 
political affiliation, or faith.  

*The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our tresspasses, 
as we forgive those who tresspass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen 

Communion Music Notturno       Ottorino Respighi (1879-1936, Italy) 

Anthem       Summer Choir 

To all guests and 
visitor, to all who 
have been 
excluded… 
Please know that 
you are welcome 
at this table! 

 
The communion 
bread is vegan and 
we have gluten free 
options.  Wine is red, 
grape juice is white.   
 

If the walk to the 
altar is too far, just 
let our ushers know 
and we can bring 
you communion. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 



 

The Sending 

Announcements 

*Blessing  

The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 

*Sending Song  Come to Be Our Hope, O Jesus  

                            (printed on the next page)   

*Dismissal  
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. We will! 

Postlude Preludio       Oreste Ravanello  (1871 - 1938, Italy) 
 

Welcome visitors! 

We're so glad you joined us! Please use 
your visitor card in the pews and leave 
it in the offering plate. 

Learn about upcoming events: request a 
copy of "Peace Notes," We invite you to 
learn more about us on our website: 
propeace.org. 

Prince of Peace is a congregation of the 
Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA. We 
are proud to be a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation, publicly affirming our 
commitment to being a welcoming faith 
community for LGBTQ+ people and 
their families. 

We are also members of NAMI-
FaithNet, which creates mental health-
friendly, stigma-free congregations in 
the Santa Clara Valley.  

 

With thanks to our worship leaders: 

Todd Hauschildt, Head Usher 
Dave Birdsall, Reader 

Ethan W. & David L., Sound & Video  
Maria J. & Yildiray H., Coffee Hosts 

 

Prince of Peace Staff 

Reverend Sara Pearson, Pastor  
Drew Ajer, Director of Youth & Service 

Anne Hess, Office Manager 
Katie Hoffman, Office Associate 

Barbara Day Turner, Director of Music 
Michael Touchi , Pianist/Organist 

Kerry Lewis, Music Staff Associate  

 
Licenses: 

Christian Copyright Solutions 
License No. 12833  

Use and transmission of songs  
CCLI License No. 1772348 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


